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Community Coalition for Social Justice
PO Box 160
Morgantown, WV 26507-0160
ccsjwv@gmail.com
WWW.CCSjWV.org
UPDATE: JuLY 1, 2026

MIsSION STATEMENT: The Community Coalition for Social Justice is a coalition of organizations and
individuals dedicated to promoting the principles of social, environmental, and economic justice and
respect for all persons. We oppose discrimination and hate-motivated violence in Morgantown and
surrounding communities.

WE ARE NOT MEETING IN JULY. OUR NEXT MEETING IS TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, AT 7:30 P.M. ON ZOOM. ALL ARE
WELCOME. That Zoom information will come in next month’s Update

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR ANNUAL MEETING/ANNUAL PICNIC, SUNDAY, AUGUST 16TH: Please join us for a potluck
community social justice picnic at the Krepps Park pavilion, 1235 Parkview Drive, Morgantown, from
4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

JUNE 13RD PRIDE BLOCK PARTY: We had a table at the PRIDE party at the Hazel Ruby McQuain Riverfront
Park with information about CCSJ and copies of our graphic novel and bumper stickers for sale. We also
displayed the poster versions of our exhibit celebrating the 60" anniversary of the 1964 Civil Rights Act.

Photo by Barb Howe. Left to right: Barb Howe, Mike Attfield, Eve
Faulkes and Sheila Rye. Lee Petsonk also helped.
Photo by Stephen Lowe.
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Civil Rights Act exhibit panels. Photos by Barb Howe

NEW SOUTH MEDIA, INC. BOoOK CLUB MEETING FEATURING OUR BOOK CANCELED: We are sorry to report that the
planned Book Club meeting on June 23™ was cancelled due to low enrollment.

SAVE THE DATE OF TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7TH TO CELEBRATE MORGANTOWN’S MEI SCORE: We are working with the
new WVU Center for Community, Connections, and Culture to host an event at the WVU Gluck Theatre
in the Mountainlair on Wednesday, October 7th, at 7:00 p.m. to celebrate the City of Morgantown’s
2024 score on the Municipal Equality Index, which was released in 2025. We hope to provide a
zoom/webinar option that we can advertise widely, including through the Appalachian Studies
Association. Our 100% score was one of the best in the country. Annie Cronan Yorick, who prepared the
report, has agreed to speak along with Andrew Schneider, executive director of Fairness West Virginia,
and Daniel Brewster, teaching assistant professor in the WVU Department of Sociology and
Anthropology. Stay tuned for details as we confirm our other participants.

CIVIL RIGHTS ACT EXHIBIT AT SUNCREST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH FOR JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION: Eve Faulkes
took these photos of the exhibit set up at the church on Sunday, June 21, when Charlene Marshall was
the speaker.
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If you wish to exhibit the original 6-panel exhibit on the Civil Rights Act of 1964 or the Voting Rights
version, please contact Eve Faulkes at faulkeseve@gmail.com, who designed both exhibits. Both exhibits
“travel” in the back of her car. We also have half-size posters of the six panels of the 1964 Civil Rights
Act to show in smaller spaces.

WEST VIRGINIANS’ EXPERIENCES IN CIVIL RIGHTS: HOw WE HAVE BEEN CONNECTED ALL ALONG!, our graphic novel,
is available at:

Appalachian Gallery, 270 Walnut Street, Morgantown. The phone number is 304-296-0163.

Barnes & Noble, 3000 University Town Centre Dr., Morgantown. phone: 304-599-1294.

Terra Cafe, 4325 Industrial Avene, Star City. phone: 304-554-2233. Please note that we will have books
at Terra Café through July only. We really appreciate the staff’s cooperation with allowing us to have
books there and giving us the full price for each sale.

The book also is available on Amazon as both paperback ($15) and Kindle ($8) versions. The easiest way
to find it is to type “Eve Faulkes” in the Amazon search engine.

If you buy the book on Amazon, you may be able to leave a review. Go to Amazon.com, search for Eve
Faulkes to bring up the book title. Then go to the bottom of the page where it says “Review this
product” in the lower left corner for the guidelines.

We still have a few copies of this printing for libraries, museums,
WEST VIRGINIA .. .
QHUMANITIES COUNCIL schools, and related organizations and recently gave copies to
\‘ University High School in Morgantown.

It is important to note that “This project [our reprint] is presented with financial assistance from the
West Virginia Humanities Council, the official state affiliate of the National Endowment for the
Humanities. Any views, findings, conclusions or recommendations do not necessarily represent those of
the West Virginia Humanities Council or the National Endowment for the Humanities.”

CONTACT Us: Please send your web site suggestions to Mike Attfield at mdattfieldo@gmail.com. Please
contact any of the steering committee members to volunteer to help and to share your suggestions for
our work or e-mail us at ccsjwv@gmail.com. Please send items to share with our membership to Barb
Howe at barbarahowe3@gmail.com.

PLEASE ALSO REMEMBER TO SEND YOUR DUES - $10 for individuals and $25 for organizations — to CCSJ, PO Box
160, Morgantown, WV 26507-0160. You can join or donate by credit card via PayPal on our web site.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! Just look for “Community Coalition for Social Justice” under “Groups”
and become our friend. Thanks to Mike Sharley for being our group “leader.”
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LOCAL NEWS

AN g, MORGANTOWN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION: The next regular meeting will be Thursday,

¥ % July 16th, at 6:30 p.m. Contact information for the commission and information on filing
complaint forms is at www.morgantownwv.gov/272/Human-Rights-Commission. Annie
A Cronan Yorick has resigned as chair of the commission, and Stephanie Hunt is now the

¢
-
u acting chair.

You can get copies of the agendas and minutes for the commission meetings at
www.morgantownwv.gov/government/commissions/human-rights-commission/human-rights-
commission-agenda-minutes/.
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Here are events for July from
https://www.morgantownwv.gov/DocumentCenter/View/396/Calendar-of-Annual-Human-Rights-
Observances-PDF/:

July 4: Independence Day — Anniversary of the United States Declaration of Independence in
1776 which led to the creation of a new union and new rights for citizens.

July 11: World Population Day — Emphasizes awareness that the world’s #1 problem is too
many people using too many resources and creating too much unsustainable waste. Excesses
impact current climate, energy, and support systems.

July 26: ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) Day — Commemorates the 1990 signing of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, which guarantees equal opportunity for people with
disabilities.

L LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MORGANTOWN-IVIONONGALIA COUNTY (LWV-MM). Thanks
"~ to Cynthia Nelson, the secretary of the LWV-MM, for this report:

HASUECTWOMENYOTES please watch for LWV-MM voter registration tabling in the community this summer

and fall. We can instruct you on how to check that your voter registration is active

too... You will find us in front of the Morgantown Library and other community events throughout

Morgantown. Follow our socials for announcements.

The SAVE Act that is the current reason for the congressional shutdown, is something all community
members should be calling our representatives in opposition to. The manner and rules of voting are
established as belonging to the individual states by the US Constitution.

Federal and Executive interference in our elections is therefore not acceptable to The LWV-US.

Additional information about the problematic SAVE Act states that the system the federal government
wishes to utilize to verify voter eligibility is also used by the DHS and has proven to have as much as a
14% error rate. We cannot allow 14 out of every 100 voters potentially having their ballots not counted
due to computer errors in our democracy! Related article links below:
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DHS’s Data Grab Is Getting Citizens Kicked Off Voter Rolls, New Complaint Says | WIRED
SAVE tool keeps mistakenly flagging voters as noncitizens - The Texas Tribune

The LWV of Morgantown-Monongalia County invites everyone to subscribe to LWV-MM’s Substack
https://lwvmorgantown.substack.com. A subscription gets you automatic updates. And it’s free.

Follow the League on Facebook at www.facebook.com/LWVMM and contact them by email at
Iwvmorgantown@gmail.com. You can join the League of Women Voters at tinyurl.com/join-lwvmm.

The next monthly board meeting will be via zoom on Thursday July 16, 2026 at 6:30pm. We encourage
all members to participate in the monthly meetings.

The Morgantown/Monongalia County League has been a member organization of CCSJ.

MORGANTOWN NOW MEETS JULY 7 FOR BURGERS, BOURBON & BRAINSTORMING! “Help us plan
for the election season ahead and brainstorm on ways we can fundraise and engage!
Join the Morgantown NOW crew for a relaxed evening out as we plan what comes next.
Whether you've been with NOW for years or you've been looking for a way to get
involved, this is the perfect meeting to join us. No speeches. No pressure. Just
conversation, ideas, and a chance to connect.

Tuesday, July 7, 7:00 PM, Table 9 Restaurant, 40 Donley Street, Morgantown.

Come hungry. Bring your ideas!

W Everyone who supports equality is welcome

I”

Follow this group on Facebook at www.facebook.com/MorgantownNow/ or email at
morgantownnow@gmail.com.

MORGANTOWN-KINGWOOD BRANCH OF THE NAACP MEETS TUESDAY, JULY 15TH: The meeting
will be at 5:30 p.m. via Zoom. Contact the NAACP at 3241naacp@gmail.com for more
information and to learn how to participate.

The branch has a Readings on Race and Rights group and does its work with a variety of committees,
including Education, Political Action, Legal Redress, Criminal Justice, and Health.

Members of the branch attended the dedication of the Fairfax Slave Cemetery at Arthurdale, and Mark
King, branch president, participated in the program.

Follow the NAACP on Facebook at www.facebook.com/naacp3241/?ref=page_internal.

MORGANTOWN CIVILIAN POLICE REVIEW ADVISORY BOARD NEEDS ONE MEMBER: The City of
Morgantown is currently accepting applications for the one vacancy on the board,

’ and you can get a link to the application and more information by going to
‘ morgantownwyv.gov/640/Civilian-Police-Review-and-Advisory-Boar. “The Board
shall consist of nine members appointed by City Council. Each member shall be a
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resident of the city or an active member of an organization that works within the city to promote
purposes consistent with the purpose of the Board.”

The board meets the second Tuesday of each month at noon at the Morgantown Public Safety Building
conference room. For links to agendas and minutes of past meetings, go to
www.morgantownwyv.gov/AgendaCenter/Civilian-Police-Review-Advisory-Board-47.

MORGANTOWN CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN-IVIENNONITE: Services are in person or on Zoom
at 10:30. For Zoom instructions, please go to https://www.morgantowncob.org/.

The church has a Blessings Box outside the church at 464 Virginia Avenue,
S Morgantown, where you can drop off extra food you may have or take some if you
need it, or swap food. Feminine hygiene products are also welcome.

The church is a member organization of CCSJ.

IMONONGALIA FRIENDS MEETING: First Day meetings are at 11:00 a.m. at 648 E. Brockway, Morgantown.
Contact them at monquakers@gmail.com. Monongalia Friends Meeting is a member organization of
CCs).

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, MORGANTOWN: The church is located at 456 Spruce Street. Adult
' Sunday School is at 9:30 a.m. Online worship is at 10:00 a.m., and in-person worship is at
11:00 a.m.

It is a value of First Presbyterian Church that when we gather we welcome one another just as God loves
us, without any conditions.

No matter who you are or where you’re from

No matter where you live or work

No matter your family of origin or ethnicity

No matter who you love or how you identify, or wherever you are on your spiritual journey
We welcome you just as God loves you, without any conditions.

MORGANTOWN FAITH LEADERS’ NETWORK INVITES

CONCERNED CITIZENS - PEOPLE OF FAITH OR NO
FAITH - TO HELP US DESIGN A SERIES OF
&t

COMMUNITY BUILDING SESSIONS
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“In Good Faith Advocacy Intro & Ice Cream Brunch

“Saturday, July 18 - 10:00a - NOON @ First Presbyterian

“Join the Morgantown Faith Leaders Network for an introduction to a series we will launch this fall
called IN GOOD FAITH - where we will look at local policy issues through a faith and justice focused
theological lens. This first event is built for conversation, connection, and of course, ice cream! This
event is open to the public and is friendly to people of any faith or no faith affiliation.”

The church’s Facebook page is at www.facebook.com/FPCMorgantown and has details about the many
activities. The church has been a member organization of CCSJ.

FAIRMONT PRIDE: “Join us for our monthly meetings at the Frank & Jane Gabor West
Virginia Folklife Center on the campus of Fairmont State University. Our meetings are
held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM.” Go to
https://fairmontpride.com/meetings/ to access the link to join the meeting virtually.

Follow this group on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/fairmontpride and at Fairmontpride.com.

oWy, MORGANTOWN PRIDE: Congratulations to Morgantown PRIDE for a very successful Block
g" "% Party on June 13th. Morgantown Pride has an Instagram page at
X m

www.instagram.com/morgantownwvpride/?hl=en. Follow them on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/MorgantownWVPride.

~—
8ELonG

#pridetribemorgantown #morgantownwvpride #YallBelongHere

PROJECT RAINBOW: This group is advertising a professional development workshop series in

Charleston and Morgantown through Safer Spaces Collaborative entitled “The Human Side of

Human Services.” For more information on the series, please go to
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61580729482263.

Follow Project Rainbow on Facebook at www.facebook.com/projectrainbowwv or on the web at
www.projectrainbowwv.com.

MONONGALIA COUNTY CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER (MCCAC) EVENTS:
MONONGALIA COUNTY
S CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER
AY FRIDAY,
FOR K, g Viamm

AUGUST
I®  TO BENEFIT MONONGALIA COUNTY
CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER

“ llllN’I‘lN. HILLS
| SHOOTING PRESERVE
REGISTRATION AT 9AM
SHOOT STARTS AT I10AM
MEAL TO FOLLOW

BATTLE Ol-' THE
BARTENDERS

Your registration includes:
« 100 shells per person

%
« Post-shoot meal featuring
chicken and ribs &

you are interested in sponsorships! s "
tshultz@moncocac.org +)
304-598-0344 | moncocac.org nEGl{lsn HERE

« Shared cart access Support the N lia County Child Ad: y Center
through this excmng annual fundraiser! Come see your
favorite mulf f y team bers battle for the win!
Reach out if you have any ,
questions, want to register, or if Kegler's Sports Bar

7 Q

735 Chestnut Ridge Rd
Morgantown, WVg 5:30 PM
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Follow this group at moncocac.org/news/ or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/MONCOCAC.

OSAGE GOSPEL ‘N SouL COMMUNITY CHOIR: The next meeting should be Monday, July 27th at the Ferry

House at 6:00 p.m.

Morgantown WV Mutual Aid

MORGANTOWN MUTUAL AID: Follow this group on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/search/top?g=morgantown%20mutual%20aid.

They are now promoting this event for the Morgantown Area Youth Services
Partnership:

MAYSP FAMILIES IN CRISIS FUND

Membersof our community who have lived,worked,and
contributed to our economy in the greater Morgantown
area are facing hardships; due to loss of income of family
members who are detained, have had legal status or work visas revoked, fear 1epovt\ng to
work, school, or even buying food.

The Morgantown Area Youth Services Partnership (MAYSP) is carrying out Rapid
Response support to help impacted neighbors through:

+ Rentassistance to avoid evictions.

* Grocery cards for food security.

* Helping families avoid utility shutoffs.

« Transportation assistance to legal and medical appointments.
* Maintaining phone service to for essential connections.

« Language interpretation.

* Helping with access to legal services.

Make an online donation!

The Zeffy platform takesno fees from

nonprofits. http://bit.ly/419XRyA -
OR: Send grocery gift cards or checks to: The
Morgantown Area Youth Services Project, Attn:
Danny Trejo, MAYSP, 235 High St., Suite 202,
Morgantown, WV 26506. Checks payable to
MAYSP with a note of “Families in Crisis Fund”.

Help us help more neighbors! Please share this fundraiser on your social media
accounts! http://bit.ly/419XRyA
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SIERRA CLUB OUTING JuLY 25TH: The Mon Group of the Sierra Club is sponsoring an outing for families on
Saturday, July 25", from 11 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Flegal Reservoir. There will be a scavenger hunt,
easy 2.5 mile walk around Morgantown's newest reservoir, picnic and a food truck. The event is free.
For more information, contact Jim Kotcon: 304-594-3322 (jkotcon@gmail.com).

REV. NAOMI WASHINGTON-LEAPHART COMMUNITY ADVOCACY EVENT IS SEPTEMBER 27: Reverend Leaphart is an
LGBTQ+ speaker, author, and activist who will be speaking at First Presbyterian Church, 456 Spruce St.,
Morgantown. CCSJ is a co-sponsor of this free public event at 2:00 p.m. Reverend Leaphart will also be
giving the sermon that morning with a potluck following the service.

GOODWILL OPPORTUNITY CENTER OF MORGANTOWN RESOURCES: The Goodwill Center has a North Central WV
Community Resource Guide with resources on multiple topics ranging from Addiction to Youth, plus
Emergency/Hotline resources. To get a copy of the multi-page guide, email welcome@goodwillncwv.org
or call 412-636-1669.

RABBI JOE HAMPLE RETIRES: Rabbi Joe Hample has retired as the spiritual
leader of the Tree of Life Congregation in Morgantown after fourteen years.
He was involved with the Greater Morgantown Interfaith Association and
now with the Morgantown Faith Leaders’ Network, writing regular columns
for the Morgantown Dominion Post. He plans to stay in town so we look
forward to his continued commitment to our social justice work.

Photo by Eve Faulkes STATEWIDE NEWS
WEST VIRGINIA NOW: For more information, go to

www.facebook.com/WestVirginiaNow or email Amanda Ray, the state NOW president,

at amandajray@yahoo.com.

Follow this group on its Facebook page for updates on legislation relating to NOW’s

interests.

Kanawha Valley NOW: Follow them on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100068111934197. The May newsletter is on the Facebook
page.

Huntington NOW: Follow them on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564175287992.

A, FAIRNESS WEST VIRGINIA: Follow Fairness West Virginia on Facebook at
WU ) www.facebook.com/fairnesswv.

ACLU oF WEST VIRGINIA UPDATES: Follow this group at www.acluwv.org or on
m Facebook at www.facebook.com/ACLUWYV. The 2026 edition of the ACLU WV

Magazine is now available for free. It features a timely article entitled “Born in the
USA: West Virginians with birthright citizenship on what it means to them.”

West Virgimia
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The ACLU of West Virginia and American Friends Service
Committee WV are hosting a pre-screening of this film with a
panel discussion on Wednesday, July 8th, at 6:00 p.m. at the
Labelle Theatres, 311 D Street, South Charleston. It is free.

“Crime and Punishment in America”
by Lynn N .and Ken Burns

“Camper and volunteer applications are officially open for the 2026
‘ ' Appalachian Queer Youth Summit which will be held Aug. 12-16 in
APPALACHIAN Morgantown. As always, attendance is free and open to LGBTQ+ West
I Virginians and those from LGBTQ+ families, ages 15-19.” Applications for
campers and volunteers are at https://www.acluwv.org/news/appalachian-
gueer-youth-summit-applications-open/.

“Are you between the ages of 15-25 and identify as black, indigenous, or
chismrionODe“:h“mmi"lmmm otherwise a person of color? Join us for a weekend of community, joy,
sk frgmans s 1. 2% and action, and be part of building the network of support we need to

Q_(R\‘lqiyf“"‘“"m make change we want to see! Being a person of color in West Virginia is

Q tough, but we are stronger together.

OU:PPQY“& 1?

“To register, please visit:
https://secure.ngpvan.com/Qw5KnVcWwUyLZz2HPPIOzA2

“The 2026 Our Voice Our Power BIPOC Youth Convening will be hosted in partnership with the Black
Appalachian Coalition (BLAC). The BLAC Revival Storytelling and Policy Summit will be a companion
event. Visit BLAC's website here: https://blackappalachiancoalition.org

“Please reach out to Youth Organizer, Ocean Smith with any questions: osmith@acluwv.org.”

RAINBOW PRIDE OF WEST VIRGINIA: Follow this group on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/RainbowPrideWV.

& WS,

\}

2 & WEST VIRGINIA TRANS COALITION: Follow this group at www.facebook.com/wvtranscoalition/.
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GALL FOR
PARTICIPANTS

WE ARE COLLECTING DATA FROM
TRANSGENDER INDIVIDUALS ON ADHD
SYMPTOMS

ARE YOU: Please consider filling
® gﬁgrsygladn‘zgr‘"’”‘ our our short survey!
Non-conforming?
* Take gender
affirming
hormones?
« 18+ years old?

LET YOUR VOICE BE
HEARD!

Data will be collected anonymously.

JULY EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY CALENDAR
https://www.diversityresources.com/diversity-calendar-2026/

July recognizes Disability Pride Month and several observances tied to culture, gender identity, and
national history.

July 4 - US: Independence Day: Celebrates the adoption of the Declaration of Independence
in 1776.

July 10 — Baha’i: Martyrdom of the Bab*: Commemorates the execution of the Bab in 1850.
* indicates the holiday begins the evening before the day.

July 14 - LGBTQ4+: International Non-Binary People’s Day: Raises awareness of non-binary
identities worldwide.

July 18 - UN: Nelson Mandela International Day: Honors Nelson Mandela’s legacy and
encourages community service.

July 24 — Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints: Pioneer Day: Commemorates the
arrival of the first Latter-day Saint pioneers in the Salt Lake Valley.

July Heritage Months 2026

French-American Month: This month, celebrate the history between France and the United
States. Celebrate the contributions of French Americans to society. It is celebrated every July
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which also hosts Bastille Day on July 14 (Féte nationale frangaise or le 14 juillet), a French
Revolution event that united the French people.

July Awareness Months 2026

BIPOC Mental Health Month: Originally called “National Minority Mental Health Awareness
Month,” this month aims to raise awareness of the mental health challenges faced by racial
and ethnic groups that have been oppressed or disenfranchised.

Disability Pride Month: Raise awareness about the capabilities and achievements of people
living with a disability. This month-long observance aims to challenge stigma and promote a
more inclusive workplace and world.

National Minority Mental Health Awareness Month: This month, rally to help better

understand the mental health struggles felt in minority communities nationwide. This is a
month for education, support, and most importantly solidarity.
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