Community Coalition for Social Justice
PO Box 160
Morgantown, WV 26507-0160
ccsjwv@hotmail.com
www.ccsjwv.org
UPDATE: 1 DECEMBER 2018
MISSION STATEMENT: The Community Coalition for Social Justice is a coalition of organizations and
individuals dedicated to promoting the principles of social, environmental, and economic justice and
respect for all persons. We oppose discrimination and hate-motivated violence in Morgantown and
surrounding communities.
STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING AND MEMBERSHIP: Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, December 18th, at
7:00 p.m. at Panera’s on Patteson Drive. We will try to reserve the meeting room. Please note the new
time and that this is the third Tuesday of the month. Note that we will not meet if Monongalia County
schools are closed for the day or close early due to inclement weather.
Please send your web site suggestions to Mike Attfield at attfield@comcast.net. Please contact any of
the steering committee members to volunteer to help and to share your suggestions for our work or email us at ccsjwv@hotmail.com. Please send items to share with our membership to Barb Howe at
barbara.howe@mail.wvu.edu.
PLEASE ALSO REMEMBER TO SEND YOUR DUES - $10 for individuals and $25 for organizations – to CCSJ, PO Box
160, Morgantown, WV 26507-0160. You can join or donate by credit card via PayPal on our web site.
MLK DAY 2019 IS JANUARY 21ST: Our theme this year is “Kids in Action,” and each child attending will
receive a sticker identifying that child as a “Kid in Action.” Please join us at the Metropolitan Theatre,
369 High Street, Morgantown, at 2:00 p.m. for a program featuring the Cheat Lake Elementary School
Choir and Morgantown Children’s Choir, music by Al Anderson and Friends, and a story read by Jeremy
Thomas. We have also invited the winners of the NAACP essay contest and students from local schools
to share essays with us, and Mayor Bill Kawecki will welcome everyone on behalf of the City of
Morgantown. See more about the NAACP contest below.
We co-sponsor this event with Main Street Morgantown, so look for our banner across High Street next
month, as well as a banner at Mike Sharley’s office at 5 Dunkard Avenue in Westover. Thanks to the City
of Morgantown and Rachel Wood of Virtus Wealth Solutions for their financial support. The event is free
and open to the public. We will have bumper stickers for sale and always appreciate donations.
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We will also again be collecting donations for the Scotts Run Backpack Program to support students at
area schools who need food assistance over the weekend. Please consider donating some of these items
in individual servings or pop top containers (no glass, please):
• Graham Crackers • Animal Crackers • Whole Grain Cereal Bars • Granola Bars • Individual
Cereal Boxes • Spaghetti & Meatballs • Ravioli • String Cheese (Reduced Fat preferred) •
Canned Fruit (with pop-tops) • Fruit Cups • Applesauce Cups • Dried Fruit: Raisins, Plums,
Cranberries Veggies • Individual snack packs • Canned Veggies (with pop-tops) • Pudding Cups
(Fat-Free/Sugar-Free preferred) • Jell-O Cups • 100% Juice Boxes • Individual Packs of Snack
Crackers
FIND US ON FACEBOOK! Just look for “Community Coalition for Social Justice” under “Groups”
and become our friend. Thanks to Mike Sharley for being our group “leader.”
LOCAL NEWS
MORGANTOWN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION: The next regular meeting will be
Thursday, December 20th, at 6:30 p.m. in the Public Safety Building Conference
Room on Spruce Street. You can get copies of the agendas and minutes for the
commission meetings at
www.morgantownwv.gov/government/commissions/human-rightscommission/human-rights-commission-agenda-minutes/.
You can find a calendar of annual human rights observances at
www.morgantownwv.gov/wp-content/uploads/Annual-HR-Observances.pdf.
Here are the events for December:
December 2 International Day for the Abolition of Slavery – Slavery is not just history, as it
affects over 30 million persons throughout the world today. Its roots are in discrimination,
poverty and indebtedness, vulnerability, and the rule of law.
December 3 International Day of Disabled Persons – Raises awareness about persons with
disabilities in order to improve their lives and provide them with equal opportunity.
December 10 International Human Rights Day – On this day in 1948 the United Nations General
Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
December 16 Bill of Rights Day – Commemorates the signing into law of the ten original
amendments of the United States Constitution in 1791 – including the First Amendment Rights
of religion, association, speech, petition and press.
December 18 International Migrants Day – A day to affirm commitment to diverse and open
societies which provide opportunities and lives of dignity for all migrants.
Please join the members of the Human Rights Commission and City Council to recognize the recipients
of the commission’s 2018 Annual Human Rights Awards on Tuesday, December 18th. The Human
Rights Awards recognize contributions toward helping to make Morgantown a more inclusive
community and to protect the human rights of all. This year the commission will be honoring Barbara
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Evans Fleischauer and The League of Women Voters of Morgantown/Mon County, a member
organization of CCSJ.
The awards will be presented at 7:00 p.m. in the Morgantown City Council chambers located at 389
Spruce Street in Morgantown. Following the award presentation, a reception will take place at the Aull
Center at 351 Spruce Street. The community is invited to join the celebration of Human Rights Day as
well as the Annual Human Rights Awards. Meshea Poore, vice president for the Division of Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion at WVU, will be speaking at the reception, and the award recipients will be
recognized and will speak briefly about their experience.
This event is open to the public.
GREATER MORGANTOWN INTERFAITH ASSOCIATION (GMIA) IS DECEMBER 2ND: The
next meeting of this group will be Sunday, December 2nd, from 3:00 to 5:00
p.m. at the Islamic Center of Morgantown, 434 Harding Avenue, Morgantown.
Immediately after the meeting, the interfaith community is invited to the
"'That's Menorah,' A Dean Martin Chanukkah & Latke Party" at Tree of Life
Synagogue, 242 South High Street, Morgantown, starting at 5:00 p.m.
You can follow them on Facebook at www.facebook.com/MorgantownInterfaithAssociation/.
MORGANTOWN NOW CHAPTER MEETING JANUARY 8TH: The next meeting will be
Tuesday January 8th from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Monongalia Friends
Meeting House, 648 E. Brockway Avenue, Morgantown
Learn about this group’s activities at www.
facebook.com/groups/375050676186301/.

NAACP NEXT MEETING IS DECEMBER 11TH: The Morgantown/Kingwood Branch of
the NAACP will meet on Tuesday, December 11th at 5:30 p.m. at the Pines
Country Club on Point Marion Road, Morgantown.
This letter came through the NAACP listserv and should be of concern to all:
Dear Midwest Civil Rights and Social Justice Stakeholders:
It comes as no surprise to communities of color that the amount of hate crimes reported to
the FBI increased by 17 percent last year. Without a doubt, the racist and bigoted rhetoric emanating
from the Trump administration has fueled the flames of hate and division in our nation.
https://www.naacp.org/latest/naacp-statement-2017-fbi-hate-crime-report/
WAPO: In the United States, right-wing violence is on the
risehttps://www.washingtonpost.com/national/in-the-united-states-right-wing-violence-is-on-therise/2018/11/25/61f7f24a-deb4-11e8-85df-7a6b4d25cfbb_story.html
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The FBI has documented cities with more than 100,000 in population, either affirmatively reported zero
(0) hate crimes – or did not participate in the hate crimes reporting program at all. We need State and
local jurisdictions to fully report hate crimes activities to the U.S. Justice Department.
Specific Hate Crimes Advocacy Asks: We need social justice stakeholders to:
1.) please review the hate crimes reported in their respective states (attached) and assess the
accuracy of reported hate crimes: Agency Hate Crime Reporting by State:
https://ucr.fbi.gov/hate-crime/2017/tables/table-12.xls [Note: There were 245
participating agencies in West Virginia; of those 20 agencies submitted incident reports and
reported 31 incidents.]
2.) please support the “No Hate” and “Justice for Victims of Lynching” policies (attached) that
will probably be reintroduced in the next session of Congress if they are not passed in this
session
Defeat Hate Vote!!!
Jerome Reide, Ph.D.
Field Ops/Regional Field Director (3)
jreide@naacpnet.org
O: 517-371-2199
• • Baltimore MD
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People

The NAACP has announced its plans for the 2019 Martin Luther King, Jr., Day essay contest:
The Morgantown/Kingwood NAACP proudly joins our partner Greater St. Paul AME
Church in celebrating Martin Luther King and his legacy. As part of this recognition, we
are providing students at elementary, middle, and high school levels the opportunity to
learn more about civil rights in their community by participating in our Annual MLK
Essay Competition. You may participate in two ways: First, invite area students to
submit essays for our 2018-2019 contest. Second, be among those in the audience at
the celebration at 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 20, 2019, at Greater St. Paul AME Church, 61
Beechurst Ave., Morgantown, WV.
This year's theme is "The 1950s vs. Today: Before and After Martin Luther King.” Essays
must be a minimum of 300 words and can be supplemented by artwork, photography,
and video. Entries should be submitted electronically
morgantown.naacp3241@gmail.com by email or mailed to MLK Essay Contest, Debbie
Robinson, 1223 Vista Del Rio Drive, Morgantown, WV 26508. All entries must be
submitted by January 7, 2019 11:59P.M. (postmarked by January 7, 2019).
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The first-place winners at the elementary, middle, and high school levels will each
receive a certificate and a monetary award of $100. Students who place first also will be
expected to read their essays at the MLK program on Sunday, Jan. 20, 2019, and the
MLK program given by the Community Coalition for Social Justice (CCSJ) on Monday,
January 21, 2019 at the Met Theater. We are requesting your help to make sure we
reach every interested child in the schools and community. The essay guidelines are
attached to this letter. If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to
contact Debbie Robinson at morgantown.naacp3241@gmail.com
Guidelines:
Civil Rights in Monongalia County Before and After Martin Luther King
2018-2019 NAACP MLK Essay Contest
For Elementary, Middle, and High School Students
$100 each for the first-place elementary school essayist, middle school essayist, high school essayist
Essay Contest Sponsored by the Morgantown-Kingwood Chapter of the NAACP and
The Greater St. Paul AME Church
(National Association for the Advancement of Colored People: Morgantown.naacp3241@gmail.com)
1. Follow this year’s theme, “The 1950s vs. Today: Civil Rights in Monongalia County Before and After
Martin Luther King.”
2. Select a civil rights category in Monongalia County: (Narrow your focus within the theme.)
a. Public education (from 1st grade through 12th grade in schools; from undergraduate
programs through graduate programs at West Virginia University)
b. Public accommodations (theaters, restaurants, public transportation, hotels,
swimming pools, bathrooms, parks, water fountains, camps, etc.)
c. Housing (rentals and sales related to homes, apartments, mobile home parks, etc.)
d. Employment (schools, stores, restaurants, gas stations, etc.,)
3. Learn about your chosen civil rights category in one or more ways:
a. Interview one or more persons who experienced or witnessed activities that occurred
within your civil rights category in Monongalia County in both the 1950s and today.
b. Interview informed descendants of a person or persons who experienced or
witnessed activities that occurred within your civil rights category in Monongalia County
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in the 1950s. Drawing from their relatives’ stories, what is different or not different
today?
c. Find and read details in books, magazines, and newspapers that describe activities
that occurred within your civil rights category in Monongalia County in both the 1950s
and today.
4. Write and submit an essay about what you heard and read:
a. Keep your details focused on your chosen civil rights category in Monongalia County.
Expand upon the basics: who, what, when, where, why, and how.
b. Provide documentation of all your sources: books, magazines, newspapers, etc.
Include the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of all persons you interviewed.
c. Type your essay, which must be a minimum of 300 words. You may supplement your
research with copies of artwork and photographs. Put your name on each page you
submit.
d. Ask your parent or legal guardian to complete the entry-waiver form.
e. Submit your essay and entry-waiver form by email or via the U.S. Postal Service.
Emails must be received by 11:59 p.m. Monday, Jan. 7, 2019. U. S. mail must be
postmarked by Jan. 7, 2019. Email address: morgantown.naacp3241@gmail.com. U.S.
mail address: MLK Essay Contest, 1223 Vista Del Rio Drive, 26508.
MORGANTOWN PFLAG FORMATION GROUP MEETING DECEMBER 11TH: The next PFLAG Formation meeting will
be on Tuesday, December 11th at 5:30 p.m. in the Laurel Room of the Mountainlair on the downtown
campus of West Virginia University. Please note that there is a fee to park in the Mountainlair garage
through 6:00 p.m.
WVU LGBTQ+ CENTER EVENTS: The LGBTQ+ Center will be sponsoring
“Soup and Study” events every day from December 7th through
December 14th in G-06 Hodges Hall.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF MORGANTOWN PROGRAMS FOR DECEMBER: Except where
noted, all events at the Fellowship building at 429 Warrick, Morgantown. All are welcomed.
The Fellowship is a member organization of CCSJ.
Sunday, December 2nd, 10:45 a.m.: A morning of tree trimming, conversation, and
watching a Ted Talk on "How to Notice and Build Joy Into Your Life."
Sunday, December 2nd, 3:00 p.m.: A "Community Dinner."
December 9 - Mike Attfield with Black Lung Program (Sierra Club potluck at 1 p.m.)
December 16 - Rev. Sunshine at Heritage Village followed by lunch with Sunshine
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December 21 - Yule Ceremony led by Rev. Cricket Hall
December 23 - Holiday Open House
December 30 - Greg with “Moral Dilemmas”
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STATE-WIDE AND AREA EVENTS

Dear Friend of Fairness,
The 2018 midterm elections saw a number of victories for equality and have
us at Fairness West Virginia feeling energized!
Fairmont voters made history when they resoundingly approved a Human
Rights Ordinance with a resolution supporting LGBTQ nondiscrimination. It
was the first time in West Virginia’s history that voters have approved an
LGBTQ initiative at the ballot box.
As you probably know, Fairmont City Council approved the ordinance last fall but a signature campaign
led by an anti-LGBTQ Charleston activist resulted in the ordinance being placed on the ballot.
When the final vote was counted, 57.86 percent of voters approved the measure.
We want to recognize the local Fairmont supporters of inclusion who worked tirelessly knocking on
doors and educating their neighbors about the need for this ordinance.
Fairmont is among 15 communities that have taken steps toward inclusivity of LGBTQ residents. Eleven
communities have passed ordinances with force of law, and three have passed resolutions similar to
Fairmont’s.
This is yet another example of the broad and deep support for an LGBT nondiscrimination state law.
We've waited long enough!
Yours in Fairness,
Andrew Schneider
Executive Director
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Our Children, Our Future --- Try This --- Young WV --- Families Leading
Change --- Safety Net Campaign

Working together to make WV the best place in the world to live, work, and
raise a family - no matter who you are.
YOU are a part of this movement! We hope you'll join us all for our biggest
gathering of the year - where YOU get to choose the issues we work on:
2019 Platform Vote Kickoff
Monday, December 10, 10 am - 4 pm, The Event Center at Brushy Fork
929 Brushy Fork Rd, Buckhannon
Register at https://actionnetwork.org/events/ocof-2019-platform-vote-kickoff?
There's something for everyone, whether you want to dig deeper into the work you do or get involved in
something new! Here's what we have planned:
Workshops
•
•

How does a bill become law in WV? How do you figure out who can give you what you want?
Learn the answer to these questions and more?
Become a better organizer in your community. Learn skills to build people-power, deepen
relationships, and keep burnout away.
State Policy

•
•

Community teams from across the state will present their platform proposals!
Discuss topics like food insecurity, funding PEIA, entrepreneurship, safe drinking water and
more!
Your Voice Counts!

•

VOTE for the issues that OCOF will work on in 2019! Every year teams submit proposals and
everyday West Virginians decide the top issues.

•

Get involved in planning for Kids and Families' Day at the Capitol, register for an organizing
workshop, or host a community meeting!
Reserve your spot today!

PS If you can't make it on Dec 10, you can still vote on the 2019 Platform. Watch for details soon.
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Information about the Kanawha Valley NOW chapter is available at
www.facebook.com/Kanawha-Valley-NOW-1976287046030339/?ref=br_rs or email
kanawhavalleynow@gmail.com.
West Virginia NOW has a Facebook page at www.facebook.com/WestVirginiaNow/.
RELIGIOUS HOLY DAYS IN DECEMBER 2018 FROM PETER CLARK
For Native Americans of the Zuni tribe in New Mexico, December marks the time of the Shalako Kochina
Ceremony. For other aboriginal tribes, this is the season when the river freezes and the land sleeps,
known as Luut’aa.
Sunday, December 2
* First Sunday of Advent (hope) – Christianity (Western churches)
* Chanukah [Hanukkah] begins (through December 10) – Judaism
The Jewish Festival of Lights commemorates the Maccabean victory over Syrian-Greek oppressors and
the recapture and re-dedication of the Jerusalem Temple in 165 B.C.E. Special readings and praise songs
focus on liberty and freedom. The eight-candle Menorah is lit at sundown, and gifts are given.
Saturday, December 8
* Bodhi Day (Rohatsu) – Buddhism
Celebration of the time when Prince Gautama (also later known as Shakyamuni Buddha) took his place
under the Bodhi tree, vowing to remain there until he attained supreme enlightenment.
* Feast of the Immaculate Conception – Catholic Christianity
A Roman Catholic holiday celebrating the belief that Mary, mother of Jesus, was preserved from original
sin for her entire life.
Sunday, December 9
* Second Sunday of Advent (peace) – Christianity (Western churches)
Monday, December 10
* Human Rights Day
While not a religious festival, this day marks the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
by the United Nations General Assembly in 1948, including Article 18 which states: “Everyone has the
right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion.”
Wednesday, December 12
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* Masá’il – Bahá’í
The beginning of the fifteenth month of the Bahá’í year; its name means “questions.”
* Feast Day of the Virgin of Guadalupe – Catholic Christianity
Commemorating the appearance of the Virgin Mary near Mexico City in 1531 C.E. Juan Diego, a native
American living during the Spanish conquest of Mexico, saw a vision of the Virgin Mary. He was told to
build a church in her honor exactly where he stood, and in that spot the Basilica of Guadalupe was
erected. Thousands of pilgrims from all over the world travel to that church every year and venerate the
icon of the Virgin that is there, imprinted on Diego's cloak; it is believed that Our Lady of Guadalupe can
intercede with God so that faithful believers' prayers can be answered, and miracles can occur. She is
also the patron saint of Mexico.
Saturday, December 15
* Bill of Rights Day
While not a religious festival, this day marks the signing into law of the ten original amendments to the
United States Constitution in 1791, including the First Amendment that protects citizens’ freedoms of
speech and of religious expression.
Sunday, December 16
* Third Sunday of Advent (joy) – Christianity (Western churches)
* Posadas Navideñas begins (through December 25) – Christianity (Western churches)
A Latino/Latina Christian feast of the Lodgings, commemorating the journey of Mary and Joseph toward
Bethlehem in preparation for the birth of Jesus.
* Simbáng Gabi begins (through December 24) – Christianity (Roman Catholic and Philippine
Independent churches)
A nine-day series of night Masses observed by Filipino/Filipina Roman Catholics and members of the
Philippine Independent Church in anticipation of Christmas and in honor of the Virgin Mary.
Monday, December 17
* Birthday of Amitābha Buddha – Buddhism
Marking the birth of the bodhisattva Dharmakāra who resolved to attain enlightenment as a buddha and
vowed to create a Pure Land. He became the buddha Amitābha (“infinite light”), and any sentient being
who desires to be born into that land is guaranteed rebirth there through his vow, and from there
she/he/it will unfailingly reach Nirvana. This belief forms the foundation of Pure Land Buddhism, which
is practiced by many Buddhists in Japan, China, and other East Asian countries.
Wednesday, December 19
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* Maunajiyaras – Jainism
A day of fasting, silence, and meditation on the five holy beings: monks, teachers, religious leaders,
Arihants or Jinas (enlightened masters), and Siddhas (liberated souls). This day is also marked as the
birth anniversary of many Tirthankaras or Pathfinders.
Friday, December 21 winter solstice
* Winter Feast – Native American spirituality
A time when Native Americans of the Woodland tribes share food with the spirits of winter.
* Yaldā – Zoroastrianism
The “night of birth” which marks the longest night of the year, after which days begin getting longer—
thus symbolizing the victory of light and goodness over dark and evil. This festival is celebrated with
storytelling, poetic readings, family reunions, and feasting.
* Yule – Wicca
A celebration symbolizing the rebirth of the sun by the Goddess. A present-day Wicca event that ritually
marks the shedding of the dross of the past year and contemplating one’s future spiritual development.
* Tohji-Taisai [Grand Ceremony of the Winter Solstice] – Shintō
This day marks the end of the sun’s decline (the yin period) and the beginning of its growth (the yang
period). In Japanese spirituality, the sun is expressive of Amaterasu Omikami, the sun goddess and
guiding spirit of the Japanese people.
Saturday, December 22
* Sanghamittā Day – Buddhism
Celebrating the anniversary of the arrival of King Asoka’s daughter Sanghamittā, who founded an order
of nuns in Sri Lanka and carried with her a branch of the original tree under which the historical Buddha
found enlightenment (it still survives in the ancient capital of Anuradhapura). This festival occurs on the
full moon day in December.
Sunday, December 23
* Fourth Sunday of Advent (love) – Christianity (Western churches)
* Birthday of the Prophet Joseph Smith – Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Commemorating the birth of Joseph Smith, Jr., in 1805 C.E. in Vermont. He translated what became
known as the Book of Mormon and became the first president of the LDS Church when it was founded in
1830 in Fayette, New York.
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Monday, December 24
* Christmas Eve – Christianity (Western and Eastern churches)
Celebration of the arrival of Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem for the birth of Jesus. It is observed with
worship, carols, candle lighting, manger scenes and festive meals.
Tuesday, December 25
* Christmas Day/Feast of the Nativity – Christianity (Western and Eastern churches)
Celebration of the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, observed by prayers, exchanging of gifts, and family
parties.
Wednesday, December 26
* St. Stephen’s Day – Christianity
Remembrance of St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr.
* Kwanzaa begins (through January 1) – African American heritage
A seven-day festival that celebrates values highly regarded by people of African American ancestry. The
values include umoja (unity), kujichagulia (self-determination), ujima (collective work and responsibility),
ujamaa (cooperative economics), nia (purpose), kuumba (creativity), and imani (faith). Each of these
principles, collectively known as the Nguzo Saba, is represented by a red or green candle, each of which
is lit on successive days using a central black candle.
* Zaratosht Diso [Anniversary of the death of the prophet Zarathustra (Zoroaster)] – Zoroastrianism
Estimates of when he lived vary from the sixth to the second millenium B.C.E., but this date
memorializes the death of the prophet Zoroaster, whose hymns (gathas) are preserved in the
Zoroastrian scriptures.
Friday, December 28
* Holy Innocents’ Day – Christianity
A day of solemn memory for the male children of Bethlehem killed by King Herod in an attempt to
destroy Jesus.
Monday, December 31 New Year’s Eve
* Ghambar Maidyarem (through January 4) – Zoroastrianism
A celebration for the creation of animals, and a time for the equitable sharing of food with others.
* Sharaf – Bahá’í
The beginning of the sixteenth month of the Bahá’í year; its name means “honor.”
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If you want more information about any of these holy days, please contact UCSF Health Spiritual Care
Services at 415-353-1941 (Rev. Dr. Peter Yuichi Clark).
Our thanks to the Council of Religious Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago, the Multifaith Action Society of
British Columbia (Canada), BBC’s Religion Website, Peel Schools District Board (Mississauga, Ontario,
Canada), the Arizona State University Provost’s Office, the NCCJ of the Piedmont Triad, the AntiDefamation League, Project Interfaith (Omaha, NE), the University of British Columbia’s Equity and
Inclusion Office, the University of Victoria Faculty of Law (British Columbia, Canada), the Center for
Spiritual and Ethical Education, and www.interfaith-calendar.org.
To subscribe to this calendar and sync it with your Google, Outlook, or iCal calendars, visit
http://ucsfspiritcare.org and select the “Resources” menu.
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